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In order to accept credit cards online we need three things

1.  A Merchant Account – facilitates credit card transactions

2.  An Authorize.net Payment Gateway account – facilitates handling transactions on the internet via a secure connection.

3.  An SSL certificate – facilitates the secure transfer of client credit card information to the Payment Gateway for processing.

The payments and fees associated which each are as follows.

Merchant Account

$9.95 – Monthly account fee

$0.25 – Per transaction authorization fee 

2.19% - Per transaction Visa/Mastercard

Authorize.net Payment Gateway Account

$99.00 – Non-refundable setup fee

$20.00 – Monthly gateway fee

$0.10 – Per transaction fee

Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) Certificate

There are three choices

Standard SSL –$25.00/year

Deluxe SSL - $89.99/year 

Premium SSL - $449.00/year (for corporations only)

SSL Certificate Differences

Standard SSL – Verifies domain name and domain name control.

Deluxe SSL - Verifies domain name and domain name control, identity of requesting person or company, and authority to make request.

Premium SSL - Verifies your organization's identity, the validity of your request and the overall legitimacy of your business.
In other words the more expensive the SSL the more rigorous the validation process is to receive the SSL.  This translates into a potential client having greater trust and confidence in using Nova’s online payment gateway.  It only applies in cases where an individual actually examines the SSL seal on the site and knows the difference between the types of certificates. 

One option to keep costs to a minimum would be to use an existing merchant account such as the one in use with our Lactate Plus online store or the account in the charge of Reno Nolli.

